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When thrill 1s the drill

Local mystery writer Matt Coyle continues his Rick Cahill series in ‘Last Redemption’

BY SETH COMBS

fter nearly 10 years

and cight mystery

novels, readers would

think Matt Coyle
would no longer describe his
processas & “a bit ofamess,”
but he still thinks it'sanapt
descnption.

“It's more of a mess now,”
Covlesays, laughing. “We
nuthors like tocall it ‘organic
sowe sound like we kKnow
what were doing.”

Whatever he'sdoing, it's
been working for him. He's
won multiple mdustry awards
for his signature Rick Cahill
crime novels. The latest ad-
venture, “Last Redemption™
(OUL this week fmrom Ocean-
view Publishing) sees Rickin
an unlikely scenario: happy
and optimistic abouthis
future. Butit doesn't last ong
as he is pulled into helping to
solve a murder mystery whike
doing his best not tohecome &
victim himself.

We spoke tothe La Jolla
author about “Last Redemp-

tion,” the future of Rick Cahill,

and why San Diego 18 the
perfect setting for crime nowv-
els and mysteries,

« You oncesaid you
Q « Wanted to write crime
novels aller your dad gave you
acopy of “The Simple Art of
Murder”by fellow local Ray-
mond Chandler. San Diego
now has such arich historyvof
stellar mystery, thriller and
crime novelists. Whatisit
about thecity that lends Rselr
sowell to this type of writing?

o I thinkit’s idyllic, the

o potof gold attheend of
the minbow. I always think
about thebeginning of the
movie “Blue Velvet” — that
underneath that perfectlawn,
there's beetles teeming.
There's darkness everywhere,
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and oursiskind ofhidden, but
it'sthere,

« DOLyet beéen introduced
to Rick Canill, can you let
them kKnow who he is and
whathe's allabout?

A. HewasacopinSanta

« Barbaramaybe about
18 years before “Last Re-
demption.” Hewas accused of
his wife's murder, arrested,
released, but neverexoner-
ated. Sohe's always thought
tobe & guy who got away with
murder.-Thatissolved Ina
later book, but he's still got
this dark cdoud that follows
him. So he's back in his home-
town in San Diego working as
aprivateinvest gatorbecause
he feels Bke there are people
out there who can't goto the
police for their problems.
When he getsinvolvedina
case, he'slike abulldog. He
has to find the truth, but that
get s him into trouble.

(g . For readers who have

( « How has Rickevolved
« over the course ofeight
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novels? When you think about
the first book, “Yesterday's
Echo,” did you akways have an
idea that Rick would end up
how readers find him in“Last
Redemption,” the eighth
book?

« NO, 1didn't have any

« iden. Hislife has been
Kind ofaroller coaster. He's
evolved and devolved. The
major thing for him that really
comes to fruition in this book
isthatevery bad decision he's
made, along with every phys-
lcalinjury he's had, beginto
have consequences.

(' . Yes thebook sees Rick
;g « being dingnosed with
CTE (chronictraumatic en-
cephalopathy), which would
imply that his health will
continueto deteriomte. Is
Rick's diagnosis and the title
ofthe book a sign that you see
anend insight orhisadven-
tures?
A. Yeah, the titke does

« 5eemto point that way,
butI'm not sure about that.
Thereare other things that T
want todo and should do. I've
been writing this character lfor
20 years, and lcan't imagine
notwriting him, butits com-
ingto atime wherel have to
try something different. But
where Rick endsup, Thaven't
exactly figured that out yet.

( « Still, alot of thriller and
« erime novelists woulkd

Just write the same character
repeatedly with no discemi-
ble trauma. It seems you're
una fruid Lo age yoursignature
character, making him some-
one who is, in fuct, vulrerabk:
and aging.

A. All of the physical vi-

« Olencehe's experienced,
even as a kid playing sports,
comes to a head in this book.
To be true towhat [ wanted to
do and the character himself, I
had to show that, ves, every-
thing matters. That's where
the characterhas to go, and
maybe that's not the best ides,
because I've definitely short-
ened his lifespan.

. “Last Redemption”

« 5¢€5 Rick engaged and
atleastattemptingto settle
down and take saferjobs
That doesn't last very long, of
course, sowhy does he keep
doing this to himselr?

A « There'stimeswhere 1

o really feel for himand 1
&t emotionally involved with
whatI'm writing. T feel for
him. Personally, Iwshhima
betterlife, bul professionally,
I'm golng to Keep putting him
through the grinder. From the
first page of thishook, It's
revealed that his fiancee is
pregnant and Rick never
thought he'd be a father. So
he'sinthe best spot he'sbeen
inthroughout allthe books. I
give him five pages tobe as
happy as he's ever been before
hehas to go through it again.

« 50, vou see Rick going

<onalittle bitlonger,
What's next for him?

« I Just tumed in book

« Nine two days ago.The
title is “Doomed Legacy,” and
all I'M say is that Rick can't
continue to escape the conse-
quences of his life and actions,
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